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Comment by K. Kogel: Jos Raaijmakers published a Science paper in 2011 on rhizosphere bacteria in 
suppressive soils: He defines is competence as follows: 
 
I’m interested in soil- and plant-associated bacteria, specifically beneficial bacteria that promote plant growth and 
protect plants from pathogen infections. The work in my group focuses specifically on bacteria from the genus 
Pseudomonas but recently also other genera of soil bacteria, including Firmicutes (Bacilli) and Actinomycetes are 
being studied. From a practical perspective, we aim to develop bacterial inoculants for agriculture and horticulture 
to improve plant growth and to control economically important diseases. By using genomics and metabolomics, we 
search for new antimicrobial compounds and enzymes produced by bacteria. 
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